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Here we are at liberty to make our own beds, and to cook
and eat such provisions as we may have brought with us.
The room is never swept, and prudent travellers will often
take the precaution of bringing their own carpet with them.
The regular charge for such an apartment is five piastres
(xod.) a night.
Our fellow guests are mostly Kurds or Arabs, with Syrians
and Armenians rather more sparsely intermixed. They
may be told apart by their languages, or less certainly by
their dress ; for the Arabs are the only folk hereabouts
who adhere very scrupulously to their own distinctive
costume. This consists of a gown, generally of some striped
or plain soft-coloured material, reaching almost to the feet,
and girt about the waist with a bright coloured sash. A
V-shaped opening from neck to waist shows an embroidered
shirt-front under, and over all is worn an abba or Arab
cloak. The abba is generally of woollen fabric, either dark
brown, or boldly striped with black and white or brown
and white in broad and narrow stripes arranged alternately.
For winter wear it is often made of sheepskin, worn woolly
side out during wet weather, and woolly side in during dry.
On their heads they wear a bright coloured head cloth,
either of silk or cotton, which is kept in position by a
double coil of soft black rope forming a sort of wreath.
They usually wear their hair long.
The Kurds also in the plain villages often wear an Arab
type of costume; but the muleteers and other travellers
are clad in a nondescript garb which seems based upon a
Turkish original. The typical Turkish trousers are made
from a piece of stuff whose width is equal to the length of
the leg from waist to ankle. This is folded to form a square,
sewn up the sides, and furnished with a cord run round
the top to gird in at the waist. A couple of holes for the
feet are cut at the two bottom corners, and the garment
is then complete. This of course leaves an immense amount
of slack between the legs, and superior tailors get rid of
this to some extent by a certain amount of shaping; but
a very sufficient surplus is always allowed to remain. Above
this is worn a waistcoat, with a coloured sash and a kind